
Dear Chi Am sisters,Dear Chi Am sisters,  

What a great turnout for our Membership What a great turnout for our Membership 

Tea.   We are so pleased that 13 new mem-Tea.   We are so pleased that 13 new mem-

bers signed up to join our Club!!  A very bers signed up to join our Club!!  A very 

warm welcome to all the new members.  We warm welcome to all the new members.  We 

are so happy to have you join our  Chi Am are so happy to have you join our  Chi Am 

sisterhood.   Kudos to Paulette Curby  for sisterhood.   Kudos to Paulette Curby  for 

organizing such a successful event, to Vicky organizing such a successful event, to Vicky 

Ching for opening her beautiful home to us, Ching for opening her beautiful home to us, 

and to the board for providing a delectable and to the board for providing a delectable 

array of treats.  It was obvious from all the array of treats.  It was obvious from all the 

chit chat, laughter and shared hugs that a chit chat, laughter and shared hugs that a 

good time was had by all. good time was had by all.   

The board, Helen and I would like to share The board, Helen and I would like to share 

some budget information with you.  Chi Am some budget information with you.  Chi Am 

Circle has two funds: the Service Fund Circle has two funds: the Service Fund 

which is reserved for Chi Amôs annual which is reserved for Chi Amôs annual 

Scholarship Program and other donation Scholarship Program and other donation 

expenses; and the General Fund covering expenses; and the General Fund covering 

operating income/expenses.   Income for the operating income/expenses.   Income for the 

General Fund comes primarily from the General Fund comes primarily from the 

membership dues.  There are two catego-membership dues.  There are two catego-

ries of General Fund expensesries of General Fund expensesððPrograms Programs 

and General Operations.  Program         and General Operations.  Program         

expenses are costs associated with planned expenses are costs associated with planned 

events    and    include   facility   rental, events    and    include   facility   rental, 

beverages, paper products, d®cor, activity beverages, paper products, d®cor, activity 

supplies, hostess /speaker / demonstrator supplies, hostess /speaker / demonstrator 

honorariums, and printing costs.  General honorariums, and printing costs.  General 

operating expenses include liability          operating expenses include liability          

insurance, bank charges, credit card       insurance, bank charges, credit card       

processing fees, hospitality costs,           processing fees, hospitality costs,           

membership directory printing, tax prepara-membership directory printing, tax prepara-

tion and filing, post office box rental and tion and filing, post office box rental and 

web hosting fees.  web hosting fees.    

In 2011, our total projected expenses for the In 2011, our total projected expenses for the 

General Fund were $5500, a shortfall of General Fund were $5500, a shortfall of 

$2000.  To offset this anticipated deficit last $2000.  To offset this anticipated deficit last 

year, we organized two successful           year, we organized two successful           

fundraisersfundraisersððPoker Fun Night and EPoker Fun Night and E--Waste Waste 

Recycling and raised over $2500.  We will Recycling and raised over $2500.  We will 

repeat these two events to raise funds again repeat these two events to raise funds again 

this year, with the realization that we may this year, with the realization that we may 

have to continue to  fundhave to continue to  fund--raise to support raise to support 

our activities.  Ideally, we should spend no our activities.  Ideally, we should spend no 

more than we take in each year so that we more than we take in each year so that we 

can have a balanced budget.can have a balanced budget.  

The main purpose of this article is to provide The main purpose of this article is to provide 

information to you, and to solicit your input information to you, and to solicit your input 

on ways to cut expenses, raise revenue, and on ways to cut expenses, raise revenue, and 

any ideas you have for future fundraisers.  any ideas you have for future fundraisers.  

We donôt expect to implement quick     We donôt expect to implement quick     

changes; it takes months of discussion to changes; it takes months of discussion to 

come up with possible solutions.   We are in come up with possible solutions.   We are in 

a brainstorming mode now and we welcome a brainstorming mode now and we welcome 

your comments and suggestions. your comments and suggestions.   

  

Gung Hay Fat Choy to all of you for a Gung Hay Fat Choy to all of you for a 

healthy, peaceful and prosperous new year!healthy, peaceful and prosperous new year!  

  

Rose Tokugawa and Helen Yamauchi 
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Membership Tea  
By Paulette Curby 

It was such a beautiful and sunny day to have a Membership Tea at the lovely home of Vicky Ching. Not only did you 

see beautiful homes as you drove down the street but you also saw Chi Am signsé and you knew you arrived at the 

right place.  We had a wonderful turnout by Chi Am members and guests.  At registration, ladies were greeted by 

Teddy Sue, Monica Eng, Liza Wong, Cleo Jong and Zeid Seid. Ladies then proceeded to see friends and meet new ones 

before being mesmerized by the display of large assortment of delectable finger foods, desserts and beverages. As 

an extra touch, each table had an array of fine china for tea. 

During the short meeting, guests of Chi Am Members were introduced, and to our good fortune, thirteen guests 

joined as Chi Am Members.  We are happy to have them on board as sisters of Chi Am.  The Board also gave a special 

thanks to Vicky Ching for opening up her home to Chi Am with a beautiful Chinese vase and flower arrangement for 

her enormous dining table. The Board also acknowledged members who promptly paid their 2012 dues and new 

members who joined at the Tea, with raffle prizes from Sprouts Farmers Market and Peets Coffee and Tea. New 

members also received a bag of Ghirardelli Chocolates. 

Ginger Lai and Linda Toda presented an exciting line up of events planned for 2012. We are looking forward to all of 

them and we hope to see you at our next event, Taste and Tell on February 18th. Yes, another event of delicious 

foods made by Chi Am members. We will be giving out raffle tickets for door prizes again for members that have 

paid their 2012 dues, as well as guests who join Chi Am Circle at this event. Members have one final opportunity 

to get their picture taken for the 2012 Membership Directory so please attend this event.  
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C H I  A M  C I R C L E  O F  S P O N S O R S  2 0 1 2   =   S C H O L A R S H I P  

S P O N S O R S H I P 

 Chi Am's flagship community service is its Scholarship Awards Program for Asian Santa 

Clara high school senior students heading to college in the Fall.  The women of Chi Am have 

a big heart and a long history of awarding scholarships to the youth in our community.  

 These talented and bright students will soon become our future leaders. 

Do consider being a Scholarship Sponsor in 2012 and make a donation to our Scholarship 

Program.  Open your heart and your wallet and join our Circle of Sponsors.  The Sponsor-

ship Brochure was distributed at the Membership Tea and mailed to remaining members 

who were not in attendance.  Please review the brochure and kindly consider making a do-

nation this year.  All donations are fully tax deductible -- donations in any denomination are 

gladly accepted.  Checks may be made payable to Chi Am Circle and mailed to:   

Chi Am Circle, P.O. Box 2756, Cupertino, CA 05014.      

Donations may also be made electronically via website:  www.chiamcircle.org. 

 Let's make 2012 another successful year!  When the women of Chi Am get together, they 

have a spirit of their own.  If you  know of friends and/or businesses who would like to be a 

sponsor;                                                                                                                                    

Please contact these 2 ladies:  

 Zeny Seid at z.seid@comcast.net,  

408-358-0368                                                       

Cleo Jong at pjoonj@aol.com,  

650-966-1838         

Thank you. 
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FOR CHI AM'S TASTE AND TELL               òIT'S THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON....GRR..RRRAH..ó 

 Time for Chi Am members to get together to celebrate the Year of the Dragon, even if it's three weeks 

later.  

So come for GRREAT FOOD, GRREAT SISTERHOOD AND A GRREAT TIME:  

    Date: February 18, 2012 ,Saturday..                  Time: 11: 30 to 3 pm  

    Address: Self Help for the Elderly, 1050 St. Elizabeth Drive, San Jose, CA  

 It's time for our talented Chi Am ladies to put some great food together at our annual Taste and Tell, by 

bringing their favorite or special dish that they would prepare during their Chinese New Year celebration.  

 We would suggest that members and friends whose last names starts from A to M (inclusive), please 

bring any of  the following dishes made of:  

People whose last names starts from A to M (inclusive), please bring any of  the following dishes 

made of:  

 Chicken;  Beef or pork;  Seafood or Fish; Meat Dishes  

  People whose last name starts from N to Z, please bring the following dishes made of:  

 Vegetable dish;   Tofu;  Noodles , Side Dishes  

 Desserts will be provided by the committee.  

 CHAIR: Muriel Kao    

Committee: Mabel Lai, Doris Char, Barbara Why, Ruby Fong, Joyce Tom, Jennie Hong, Valerie Jeung, Miri-

am Ngai, Shelly Sze, Mary Ann Wong, Virginia Bakken, Carol Fong, Carolyn Jow  

 See you all, come on time...  
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Jan 29  (Sun):   Membership Tea 

Feb 18  (Sat):  Taste n Tell 

Mar 4  (Sat) Hakone Gardenôs Year of the  

 Dragon Festival 

Mar 17 (Sat)  Asian Film Festival 

Apr 28  ((Sat) Poker Tournament and           

 Dinner 

May 10  ((Thu) Scholarship Award Dinner 

Jun 23 (Sat) Line Dancing 

Jul 14 (Sat) New Member Potluck 

Aug 25 (Sat) E-Waste Fundraiser and  

 backpack collection project 

Sep 15  (Sat) Joong making workshop 

Oct 20 (Sat) local Asian Food Drive 

Nov 17 (Sat) Cookie Exchange &   

 Craft Project 

We are looking forward to seeing you at all the fun activi-

ties for 2012. In order to continue your membership and 

get the informative newsletter, please submit your 2012 

dues.  

Send your check of $35 payable to Chi Am Circle to:  

Chi Am Circle, PO Box 2756, Cupertino, CA  95014; Attn:  

Monica Eng, OR you may renew your membership and pay 

on-line at www.chiamcircle.org  If you need any assistance 

with on-line payment, please call me at 408-507-4909. 

If you want to receive the newsletter in hard print, please 

send a separate check for $15 to cover postage and print-

ing by mail to the same address above. 

submitted by: Paulette Curby 

CHI AM MEMBERSHIP 2012  

Page 6 

               ~FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 2012~ 

ANNOUNCEMENT: 

Beatriz Mar, a long time member of 

CHI AM CIRCLE passed away Jan. 28, 

2011.  Bea had said that any memori-

al service for her should not be held 

until the sadness had passed.  In 

keeping with her wish,  

a celebration of Bea's life will be held 

         Sunday, February 19th, 2012 

               1:00 PM luncheon 

        China Stix restaurant, Santa Clara 

Many of us had known Bea and had served with her on the 

Board and on various committee assignments. The family ex-

tends an invitation to all who wish to attend the celebration of 

the life of Beratriz Mar. 

Please RSVP by February 12, 2012 to 
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http://www.chiamcircle.org/

