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Presidents' Message  
 

Greetings Chi Am Circle Ladies, 

April was a very busy month.  The most outstanding 
event of April was on April 3rd at the FCSN's 
Fremont facility.  Some of the Chi Am Board and 
members, and Co Chairs of A Rainbow of Hope 
presented the Club's $30,000 contribution to FCSN.  
This funding goes towards a new program in Santa 
Clara County.  This program provides education to 
these special needs children, so that they would be 
able to live self sufficiently within the community. It 
was certainly a very fulfilling day for Chi Am Circle, 
because our Club was instrumental in commencing 
such a well deserved program. 
 

 
 
Chi Am members could be seen all over the globe. 
We had members traveling to Iran, Bhutan, Nepal, 
China, Eastern Europe and Tibet.   Some were even 
detained from coming home at the scheduled time 
due to the volcano eruption in Iceland.  Everyone of 
our travelers were able to make it back to the Bay 
Area safe and sound.  Welcome back to our very 
worldly members! 
 
Not only were many of our members gallivanting all 
over the globe, but some of these members were 
doing both--discovering what is happening on the 
other side of the world and still juggling time to assist 

the scholarship selection and dinner committees in 
choosing  the winners for all the Chi Am Circle 
scholarships and preparing for the dinner 
celebration.  Chi Am Circle appreciates this 
dedication to the Club. 
 
The presentation of these scholarships will be on 
Friday, May 14th at China Stix Restaurant.  Please 
remember to come with your family and friends to 
support one of the highlighted events of the year.   
The Scholarship Dinner is the time when Chi Am 
Circle members are able to show the fruits of their 
labor.  This begins with all the fund raisers, 
sponsorship programs, outreach to the community by 
way of providing scholarship applications to high 
school seniors, selection of the scholarship recipients 
from the applicants, and finally, the award 
presentation to the winners at the scholarship dinner. 
 
 I was privileged to work along with a group of hard 
working ladies accomplishing the difficult task of 
choosing the winners according to the Chi Am Circle 
Scholarship Guidelines and the specific guidelines of 
the  contributors to our scholarship program. 
This was all accomplished by the skillful 
organization of Rose Tokugawa, Scholarship 
Selection Committee chairperson, and her diligent 
committee.  
 
 Helen Yamauchi and Mabel Lai, Chi Am Circle's 
program chairs, along with Aurora Louie and her 
committee arranged for a special movie presentation 
of Autumn Gem at the Saratoga Library on May 2nd.  
It is very coincidental that Rae Chang, the movie 
writer, director, producer, is Muriel Kao's neighbor's 
daughter.  I am sure that all the Chi Am ladies, who 
saw the movie, were very amazed by the woman in 
the film, as Qui Jin was China's answer to women's 
rights that commenced over 110 years ago.  Qui Jin 
lived a very short life, 1875-1907, but she left her 
mark in China.  There was a very good turn out of 
Chi Am members along with many outsiders.  This 
documentary is certainly worth viewing. 
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President’s Message, continued 
 
I was not able to receive answers from 50 members to 5 questions that were in the April newsletter.  There were 
no more than 10 members who contacted me.  Instead of $50, I will have another challenge.  I will donate $200 
to the general fund for two new stainless steel coffee pots.  All you need to do is answer the following five 
questions: 

·  What date is the Scholarship Dinner? 
·  Where is the Scholarship Dinner? 
·  What was the name of the movie that Chi Am sponsored on May 2nd? 
·  When is the New Member Potluck Luncheon? 
·  Which member went to Tibet? 

 I am happy to report that we have another fun, fun party in the making.  This is for members only.  Each 
member will be able to bring one guest if she so chooses. This event is to celebrate Chi Am Circle's 45th 
Anniversary.   The date, time, and place will be announced, but this event will happen towards the end of the 
year.  There will be a save the date notice.  This will be an event for building and continuing relationships 
within our membership along with enjoying each other's company.   
 
Enjoy all the May flowers! 
Warmest regards, 
 Sylvia 
 
 
  
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Need a ride to go to a Chi-am event?    Who you gonna call? 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
Did you know that if you need a ride to a ChiAm event, all you have to do is give one of the following people a 
call?    
 
        From the North Bay Area to events in the South Bay Area:   Sylvia Eng,  
        From the South Bay Area to events in the North Bay Area:   Marichu Scanlon 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Chi Am Board Meeting  
Tuesday, May 11, 6:30pm 

Sylvia Eng’s house 
188 Los Altos Avenue 

650 948 7990 
Bring a light snack for sharing 

Drinks will be provided  Looking for the Chi Am banner, poster 
and other supplies? 
 
Please contact Helen Yamauchi and Mabel Lai if you 
need the Chi Am banner and poster, as well as other 
supplies such as the coffee urn, paper ware, etc 
needed for your event. 
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UPCOMING 2010 CHI AM PROGRAMS 
                                

May 14 (FRI) - Scholarship Award Dinner 
6pm - 9:15pm @ China Stix Restaurant, Santa Clara 

Co-Chairs: Gerrye Wong & Wendy Fong 
 

June 27 (SUN) - New Member Potluck + Activities 
11:30am @ Self Help for the Elderly 

1050 Saint Elizabeth Drive, San Jose, CA 408-961-7070 
Co-Chairs: Mabel Lai, Mabel Thong & Helen Yamauchi 

 
August 22 (SUN) - Let's Dance 

2:30pm @ Fred Astaire Dance Studio (1258 South Basc om Ave., San Jose) 
Dance Demonstration + Lessons + Dinner  Afterwards (Spouses welcome!) 

Co-Chairs: Violet Lee & Alice Wong 
 

Sept. 28 (TUE) - Health + Beauty 
7pm @ location TBD 

Dr. Timothy Jennings , chiropractor, "Fat Reduction and Re-contouring of the Body"  
Doris Grover  will demonstrate and teach us fun ways to wear and tie scarves 

 
October 24 (SUN) Fall Cookie Exchange & Tour of FCS N Facility 

2pm @ Friends of Children with Special Needs (2300 Peralta Blvd., Fremont) 
Chair: Linda Toda 

 
November 20 or 21– Chi Am’s 45th Anniversary Celebr ation 

Time and Location – TBD 
Co-Chairs: Carol Fong & Ruby Fong 

 
December 4 (SUN) - Installation Luncheon 

11:30am @ Location TBD 
Co-chairs: Gloria Hom & Melissa Yau 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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AUTUMN GEM -  a Documentary on China's First Femini st Qiu Jin. 
 

 
Chi Am members pose with poster of Qui Jin 
 
 

The AUTUMN GEM documentary on China's First 
Feminist Qui Jin was shown at the Saratoga Library on 
Sunday, May 2nd.  There were over fifty people in 
attendance. Many of the guests were outsiders who 
were interested in Qui Jin"s life.  She fought for 
women's rights and she even sacrificed her her life 
in doing it. It was very interesting and educational. 
  
Committee members Lil Chinn, Violet Lee, Lisa Liu, 
Frances Quon, Buddie Quong, Lil Timm, & Brenda 
Wong baked cookies and served popcorn and juice to 
our guests. Thank you ladies for setting up, cleaning up 
and offering refreshment to our viewers! 
 
Other photos can be viewed at this website: 
http://autumn-gem.com/blog/ 
  
Chair: Aurora Louie 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
EXCITING SCHOLARSHIP DINNER PLANS  May 14, 2010  
CHINA STIX RESTAURANT  6PM prompt! - Submitted by Co Chairperson Gerrye Wong and Wendy Fong 

  
 CHI AM MEMBERS --- LET'S SHOW A UNITED FRONT TO HONOR HIGH SCHOOL HONOREES 

Deadline day of April 1 came and went -- and the Chi Am mailbox was filled with almost 100 applicants, 
announces an excited Rose Tokugawa, chair of the Scholarship Selection committee.  Once again, this will 
be an exciting evening for Chi Am members and guests, and especially for those high school seniors who will 
be honored with a Chi Am Circle Scholarship grant.   It always brings a lump to the throat seeing how happy 
and excited the honorees are when they come to the stage to pick up their award and be recognized.  So Chi Am 
Circle members, come and show all of these fine young people how proud we are of their hard work and high 
school successes -- and join the crowd who always applaud happily to these grateful winners. 

 Our Scholarship Dinner committee, in anticipation of the usual over 150 dinner patrons, has planned a 
wonderful menu with favorite chef, Frank Chang of China Stix.  Come and win one of our special raffle prizes 
too including four Southwest Airline tickets and a handmade bracelet donated by Helen Kwan.  So not only will 
your hearts be filled with joy that night, your stomachs will be in for a Chinese culinary treat too.   So, invite 
some friends to see what Chi Am does with the $$$$$ proceeds they earned from our 2009 Fashion Show 
Rainbow of Hope!   Chi Am members should be especially proud of our club this year as we award over 
$50,000 to very deserving students.  And let's applaud further our member donors who generously give to our 
Scholarship Sponsors program by donating special individual scholarship awards. 
 
Send Reservation Checks to Kelly Matsuura, 1291 Bedford Ct., Sunnyvale, CA 94087      
Info: 408 737 3925;  OR Register On-Line http://www.chiamcircle.org.  Click on this event, then click on 
the “Register for Dinner” button.  To print the fly er,  click on “Announcement” in the same page. 
May 1 – 10, 2010 - $25 pp.  
Indicate your guests' names: ____________________________________________ 
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What’s happening ? (news about our Chi Am sisters)  
 
Travelers in April 
o Muriel Kao—Iran 
o Gerrye Wong, Ruby Fong, Sylvia Eng--Bhutan and Nepal 
o Gerrye Wong, Helen Chu, Virginia Bakken—Israel 
o Barbara Why--Eastern Europe 
o Ellen Lau—China 
o Gloria Hom – Tibet 

 
Mabel Lai celebrates "Asian Pacific Heritage Month and Mother's Day at Bloomingdale's Stanford on Saturday, 
May 8, 2010 at 1:00pm with a "Cooking Demo & Tasting by Mabel Lai". 
 
Diana Chan will be donating her cookbooks to the KQED pledge.  KQED will be interviewing her on Sat, May 
8th, 9:10 am 88.5 radio.  The 16-day pledge drive starts on May 6th.   
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

  
Tracing the Past, Drawing the Future 
Submitted by Marichu Scanlon 
February 17 – July 4, 2010 at the Stanford Cantor Museum. 
 
This landmark exhibition brings the work of China’s “Four Great 
Masters” to the U.S.  Admission is Free.  Free tours on Thursdays at 
12:15pm, Saturdays and Sundays at 2pm.  If anyone wants to go on a 
Saturday or Sunday, please contact Marichu. We can form an 
impromptu group to go to this event.   

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Community Outreach team thanks our Chi Am members who donated non-perishable food items to 
Sunnyvale Fish at the Autumn Gem screening.  THANKS! 
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Scholarship Selection “Party” 
 

  

 
 
Pictured from L-R:   
Mae Fong, Alice Lee, Coleen Gee, Cleo Jong, 
Ellen Lau, Mabel Thong, Darlene Mar, Sylvia 
Eng, Helen Yamauchi, Rose Tokugawa, Helen 
Kwan, Susan Lee, Pearl Lee, Paulette Curby.   
 
Missing from photo:  Wilma Chu, Bev Harada, 
Jose Kwong, Lisa Liu, Teddy Sue; Antonia Tu.

Before getting down to their marathon 6-hour scholarship selection meeting, this fun loving and hard working 
committee enjoyed an array of culinary delights.  They also enjoyed an award-winning dish appropriately 
named Absurdly Addictive Asparagus created by Helen Kwan's daughter, Karen. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Community Outreach Program at New Member Potluck 
 
Our next scheduled collection for Sunnyvale Fish is at New Member Potluck on Sunday, June 27. Please 
bring your contributions to the event and the Community Outreach Program committee members will collect 
and deliver them to Sunnyvale Fish. 
  
Sunnyvale Fish accepts clothing (men, women, and children), household utensils, sleeping bags, linens, 
blankets, toiletries,etc.. Sunnyvale Fish distributes food bags also. Any non-perishable food items are accepted, 
the most needed food items lately are canned tuna, fruit, tomatoes, and vegetables. 
  
Submitted by Jenny Leung 
Committee: Jennie Hong, Muriel Kao, Susan L. Lee, Grace Wu, Vanita Yuen 
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Fred Astaire Dance Studio event 
 
Shall we dance? 
Tango, Foxtrot, Waltz…….. 
  
Join us on Sunday, August 22nd  2:30PM for a dance demo, dance lesson and dinner at the Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio. Partners and friends welcome. 
  
1258 South Bascom Avenue, San Jose, CA    (North of Stokes St.) 
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REVERSE MORTGAGE FOCUS GROUP SURVEY 
Submitted by Mabel Lai 
  
Dear Chi Am Sisters : 
  
Wells Fargo Bank will be in San Jose to hold a focus group survey and discussion on the merits of Reverse 
Mortgage for seniors.  Self Help for the Elderly is sponsoring this event in June and Chi Am has been chosen as 
the "focus group" since we are pretty knowledgeable and sophisticated in matters of finance.  Most importantly, 
we all speak English and are very vocal in our opinions.. The optimum number will be 15 seniors.   
 
These are the criteria : 

1. Must be 62 years old or older 
2. Must be homeowners 
3. Must speak and understand English in order to participate in the discussions and communicate with the 

speakers 
4. Only one participant per family 

  
These are the rewards : 

1. Free catered lunch 
2. $15 gift card per person 
3. Nice tote bag from Wells Fargo 
4. Gain new knowledge about options for seniors who may or may not need cash now 

  
These are the particulars ; 

1. Date and time of the event ------ Thursday 6/10/10 at 11 a.m. 
2. Place -----Kwok Yuen Residential Care Center, San Jose Campus of SHE 

                            St. Elizabeth Dr., San Jose, CA 95126 
3. Reservation----Virginia Chan, 408-961-7080 or leave a message 

  
 Please reserve your place asap. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Don’t Forget to Use GoodSearch.com for your Interne t Searches 
�
GoodSearch.com is an internet search engine except that it pays us every time we use it. Yes, one cent goes to 
Chi Am for every search that is done as long as Chi Am is the designated recipient - it is that simple! One cent 
may not seem like much, but if every member did only 2 internet searches per day on GoodSearch.com, we earn 
$730 a year! 
 
To give it a try, follow these steps: 
 
1. Go to GoodSearch.com 
2. In the box that says, 'enter your charity here...', type in Chi Am Circle and click verify 
3. Type in the information for your search in the Search box 
4. Click the “Search” button 
 
You have made one cent for Chi Am! 
 
Remember to designate Chi Am as the recipient every time you do an internet search on this website. The more 
you use this site, the more Chi Am will earn for our service fund. So please spread the word to your friends and 
family! You can also download the toolbar so that you don’t have to go to the website every time to do a search. 
For more information, go to:    http://www.goodsearch.com 
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Guidelines for submitting articles for the newslett er 
�
Hi everyone, 
As you know, not everybody receives their newsletter electronically.  We have some members who still receive 
their newsletter via postal mail.  I endeavor to accommodate everyone’s articles within 9 ½  pages, so we can 
keep our cost to 1-49c stamp per newsletter.  To this end, I need your cooperation. 
 
Here are the guidelines for submitting articles for the newsletter. 

1. You may submit one full page flyer or invitation to your sponsored event with the following  
information:    - Date and Time 

   - Place 
   - Contact person 
   - Any fees or dues for attending the event 
2. Send me a soft copy of your article or flyer before the 1st of the month 
3. If you want a reminder email, please let me know when you submit the article.  I will send one broadcast 

email to all members containing the next month’s activities around 10 days after the newsletter is 
published.   

4. If you submit an article for a future event (2 or more months away), I will automatically re-publish your 
article unless you send me an updated version. 

5. Please send photos with your article whenever possible.  Photos make our newsletter interesting. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at Newsletter@chiamcircle.org. 
 
Thank you. 
Marichu, your Newsletter editor 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chi Am Circle 
P.O. Box 2756 
Cupertino, CA 
95014 
 


