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Co-Presidents' Message: 
 
Hello Chi Am Ladies., 
 
This message is written on October 1st,  2 days before our fashion show, A Rainbow of Hope.   
The preparation of the Chi Am Fashion Show has been a year's process.  It started with the 2009 Board of 
Directors approving Co Presidents Beverly Harada and Sylvia Eng suggestion of presenting a fashion show that 
Chi Am Circle has been greatly known to have given every 4 years.  In order to proceed with the fashion show 
the membership had three very experienced members, Gerrye Wong, Muriel Kao, and Pearl Lee who showed  
enthusiasm  to have another show and were most willing to be the 2009 Co-chairs of A Rainbow of Hope. 
 
 The 2009 Board is very appreciative of all the members who had put their time and money in to this project.  
Even though this Fashion Show was performed 7 years after the previous one, we are very fortunate to have had 
a greater turnout than ever expected.  As of this writing, there are 717 guests signed up.  This is well over the 
400 guest minimum that, in the beginning of 2009, some of the membership felt would be an unreachable goal. 
 
By the time you read this newsletter the Fashion Show would have passed.  We hope that there are and will be 
fond memories of this event. 
 
Due to the cooperation of the whole membership, our expectations have been more than satisfied.  In this 
unsettled economy, we have reached many generous people and organizations in order to provide for the Asian 
children of special needs and our annual scholarships for worthy college-bound high school students. 
 
As you read the newsletter, there are still 3 very interesting and exciting programs left in our term.  Please look 
for the articles on the financial seminar, the cookie exchange and the installation luncheon 
 
There are no words to express our appreciation for a job well done by the whole membership..  This is what 
every club strives for - unity and cooperation.  
 
Kindest regards, 
Sylvia Eng and Julie Ho 
Co-Presidents 
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2009 Chi Am Board Meeting 
Tuesday, Oct 20, 6:30pm 

Sylvia Eng’s house 
188 Los Altos Avenue 

650 948 7990 
Bring a light snack for sharing 

Drinks will be provided 
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Date:   Saturday, Oct 17 
Time:   8:45 am – 12 noon 
Place: Sunny View Retirement Center,               
22445 Cupertino Road, Cupertino 
Speakers:  EJ Hong, Sharon Wong, Ellen Lau,   
            Janet Wan, and Julie Ho 
FREE to Chi Am family and friends.  FREE 
breakfast is included 
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Date:   Saturday, November 14 
Time:   2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Place: Sunny View Retirement Center,               
22445 Cupertino Road, Cupertino 
Check the Flyer for details. 
COME AND TRY YOUR LUCK!  YOU MAY BE 
THE WINNER OF BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY 
DOOR PRIZE 
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Date:   Saturday, December 5 
Place: Ming’s Restaurant 
1700 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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We're 3 months from January 2010!  It's a tradition to have our Taste-N-Tell potluck in January.  The new board will share 
their plans for the upcoming year and all members can sign up for committees at this event. 
  
We are taking committee sign-ups for Taste-N-Tell now.  If you're interested in being on this committee, please email 
TasteNTell@chiamcircle.org or call 408-245-9991.  Please indicate whether you will be willing to chair this committee.  
We will sign-up the first 10 people who responds to work on this committee.  
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Do you have a specific event you'd like to chair in 2010?  Is there an event you would like the program chair to 
consider including in next year's schedule?  Now's your time to give us your ideas and input.  Please send your 
suggestions to Programs@chiamcircle.org 
  
 
 
 

HARD COPIES OF CHI AM NEWSLETTERS  
         
TO:  Members who wish to get the monthly Chi Am Newsletter 
mailed to them via Post Office.  The Board has ruled a one year 
subscription price of $15.00 per year.   We will begin collecting this 
fee for Year 2010 beginning September 15, 2009.   Please mail a 
check made out to Chi Am Circle for  $15.00 and mail to Cleo Jong , 
1901 Deodara Drive, Los Altos, CA 94024, no later than November 
31, 2009.  
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In a dreary economy filled with tales of unemployment, and recession, Chi Am Circle attempted the impossible 
– a big brave fundraising undertaking in the worst of times. 
Did it discourage them?  Not these strong ladies of Chi Am, led by the infamous Chi Am circle 1965  founders 
Muriel Kao and Gerrye Wong and their equally spirited cohorts Sylvia Eng and Pearl Lee.   
 
After a year of planning, many hours dedicated by more than 60% of the membership and many a sleepless 
night and tiring time, October 3 came and went – and Chi Am Circle can revel in the glory of success.  Seven 
hundred people clamored into the Hyatt Regency Santa Clara eager to see long lost friends, buy raffle tickets, 
bid on wonderful unique silent auction items, yell out bids in the Open Auction 5 prizes and enter the ballroom 
to feast their faces on a wonderfully filling lunch and their eyes on some beautiful models and clothes. 
 
The results?  A moneymaking success unequalled by anything Chi Am has done before, and may not be able to 
top in years to come (when everyone will finally recover!).  It is safe to say that over $100,000 gross profits 
have been logged in, and when all the bills and monies have been counted, a clear accounting of what will go 
into the Chi Am Service Fund will be reported. Profits you might be curious to know about that we know of so 
far include:  
Silent Auction Proceeds  $9,370 
Open Auction Proceeds $11,450 
Pre-Event Raffle Sales  $9,630 
Fashion Show Raffle Sales  $4,305 
  TOTAL RAFFLE SALES $13,935 
Advertisement Sales   $5,805 
Centerpieces    $720 
Sponsorships Donations  $51,640 
Designer Sales Rebate  $500 
 
Everyone worked so hard on this project, but the rewards make it all worthwhile, and the comraderie we all got 
from working together was the best result of all. Oldtimers got to work with newer members, young and old 
melding together their talents and time.  It was a wonderful effort put forth by so many members, whether for 
months, days, or just the one day’s work at the show.  It was the combination that brought in the winning tally.  
 
There were mishaps and fiascos, missteps and miscalculations, wrong decisions and right choices, happy and 
sad faces.  But through it all, the Chi Am spirit pervaded and everyone at the fashion show said it showed fine 
organization, a true spirit of community dedication, and a closeness not always seen between club members. 
The organizations that partnered with us with their model representatives and their purchase of a table in 
support were all keys to our success.  
 
 Friends of Children with Special Needs Founder VP Anna Wang not only modeled for us but sold $800 in 
raffle tickets to her organization’s Board members and families.  The children performing their Mexican Hat 
Dance were charming and eager to be a part of our show which brought cheers from our audience aware of their 
medical problems.  Diablo Valley Chinese Culture Club member model Tere Lee sold $400 of raffle tickets, 
surpassing any of our own members sales, except for Helen Chew who almost tied her.   
 
A special gift will be given to these top sellers in appreciation, well deserved, don’t you agree? A big token of 
thanks should go to Jennie Hong who logged in and out the books to all the members and models for sales. 
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by Gerrye Wong, Co Chairperson  
for General CoChairs Muriel Kao, Pearl Lee and Sylvia Eng 

����
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Fashion Show update continued… 
 
And take a bow, all you members who came through for her and sold the tickets sent to you.  It all counted to 
make this big successful sale. The hostesses at the show were a triumphant group, led by capable Helen Chew, 
nailing everyone who stepped in to buy raffles tickets right through the lunch. 
 
Choreographing 50 people on stage was a daunting job, but with the help of our commissioned Production 
Team, DEG, our wonderful AC and Lights team of Gordon Lee and the Hyatt and our back stage coordinators 
Pauline Fong and Ginger Lai, and our designer coordinators Lillian Gong-Guy, Aimee Leung, Sharon Wong, 
Mabel Lai, Pauline Lee, Brenda Wong, Carol Fong and Doris Char. All of the last minute crisis were handled 
smoothly and the show ran on time and with special pizzazz that the audience well enjoyed.  The wonderful 
Favors bags with a multitude of items inside were donated by Lifetime, and capably distributed by Marichu 
Scanlon who did a remarkable job of trying to be spread the gift items equitably right up to the night before 
when she was given 700 Shiseido perfumes to put inside. Wanda Ching and her crew went around personally 
distributing the horoscope bracelets, donated by Paul Chen from Beijing, and no matter how efficient we all 
could attempt to be, some people missed their bracelets, or their bag items.  In any event, everyone marveled 
over the program booklet Jennie Leung and Muriel Kao put together and the Table centerpieces so lovingly 
prepared by Chi Am members under the tutelage of Creative divas Joanne Tanabe and Helen Kwan. If any 
members want to give up their programs, we need some to send to donors and advertisers who weren’t able to 
come. Turn them in to Muriel.  
 
The paragon of patience was Virginia Bakken who had to field all of the reservation requests right up to the day 
of the lunch to seat everyone in the room. She logged in all 700 reservations by date received to be fair on 
seating placement, and to her amazement, over half the room was sold to those purchasing Premier Tables. 
Sandy Joe was a one-woman committee gathering, coordinating and wrapping 100 gifts that went to all the 42 
models, 5 presidents, 6 designers, 6 coordinators, 7 back stage hair and make up stylists, MCs, general co 
chairs, and  Choreographers, all at her own expense and time. That is called true spirit of  giving! 
 
Behind it all, of course were the four co chairs toiling month by month to keep everyone on target in a peaceful 
manner.  Sylvia was the master mind behind hotel negotiations, Muriel whipped everyone into shape for her 
printing deadlines, Pearl achnowledged every donor as soon as she received any sponsorship money, and 
supervised all of the silent auction, raffle, Sponsorship, Rehearsal committees with her ever ready smile and 
patience.   As for myself, I well earned the title of Monster Mommy Money Getter Gerrye  trying to keep all the 
models, clothes designers, store coordinators happy while doggedly going after the $$$$$$.  
 
The Press was wonderful to us.  There was a 3 page color spread in the September issue of Gentry Magazine, 
Sal Pizarro’s San Jose Mercury New column gave us a glowing report, the Sunnyvale Sun and Cupertino 
Courier Community Newspapers gave us cover stories,  the Los Altos Town Crier featured an article, and Sing 
Tao and World Journal came to cover the event too.  
The party is over, ladies – but the memories will forever linger on. Thanks to everyone who were a part of the 
team, and wish we could name you all individually.  You know who you are – pat yourself deservedly on the 
back!  Everyone take a bow --- we were a team that can’t be held back no matter how the economy looks.  
When there is a need, Chi Am Circle women know how to work hard  support community needs. The youth 
who will reap the rewards of this event will be very grateful!     
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Fashion Show photos…ENJOY! 

�



Chi Am Circle Club                                                                                                                Page 6 
Fashion Show photos…ENJOY! 



Chi Am Circle Club                                                                                                                Page 7
 

����	������	���������.�		
�/�
 
"Thank you" to all the wonderful ladies who purchased and sold raffle tickets and donated raffle prizes. Because 
you opened your hearts and wallets, we were able to raise approximately $14,000 in raffle ticket sales. Your 
support will help us to continue our service to the community and scholarship grants. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Hidden Treasures Fund Raiser 
Thurs, Oct 29, 2009 
10 am to 2 pm 
Cupertino Senior Center 
21251 Stevens Creek Bl (at Mary Av) 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
408.777.3150 

Chi Am Financial Seminar 
October 17th, 2009 

 Sunnyview Retirement Center, Community Room 
22445 Cupertino Road, Cupertino 

8:45 am to 12:00 pm 
 

Chi Am members, family and friends are invited to 
 

Estate Planning and Asset Protection 
 

8:45- 9:15 Complimentary breakfast 
 

9:15- 9:35    Real Estate Investment  -   Julie Ho 
 

9:35-10:00 Asset Protection when Coping with Death and Injury  - Janet Wan 
 

10:00-10:10  Break 
 

10:10-10:35  Long Term Care, Life Insurance Restructuring, Portfolio Insurance, 
Creditor Protection for Retirement Assets -   Ellen Lau 

 
10:35-11:00  Formation of LLC for Real Estate Holding, Corporation for Operation 

of Business -   Sharon Wong 
 

11:00-11:25 Asset Protection for Families, ABC Trust Funding, Special Needs Trust, 
Charitable Trust, Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust   - EJ Hong 

 
 

For reservation please email: FinancialWorkshop@ChiAmCircle.org or call Julie at 408-323-1766.  
Space is limited to 50 people.  Thank you. 
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Diana F. Chan will be teaching a cooking class again at the Asian Chef's Series VI on Nov 11th, at Chef Chu's 
restaurant. Her theme is Elegant Home Entertaining with recipes that you can use with ease for elegant and fun 
home entertaining.  Her eclectic dinner menu will entice you to make some healthy and delicious gems that will 
please your family and friends.  Call for Reservations 650 592-1437. 
 
 
 
 

**** LOST: A Cutco Pie and Cake Server ****  
 

A Cutco pie and cake server was misplaced at the June New Member potluck. It has a dark brown handle 
and one serrated edge. If you have it or know where it is, please contact Lisa Liu at lisagliu@yahoo.com. 

Thank you. 
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Chi- Am Circle 

Installation Luncheon                                                             

 
Saturday, December 5, 2009 

11:30 a.m. 
Ming’s Restaurant 

1700 Embarcadero Rd. at East Bayshore 
Palo Alto 

650-856-7700 
 Installation of 2010 Officers 

Christmas Carols 
Line Dancing  
Door Prizes 

Menu 
Chinese Chicken Salad 

Spicy Vegetarian Wonton 
Minced Pork in Tofu Skin Roll 

Mushroom stuffed with Minced Prawn 
Taro Dumpling 

Vegetable Chow Fun 
Walnut Prawn 

Braised Tofu with Shiitake Mushrooms & Bok Choy 
Sesame Ball 

Cost: $18 for Current Members & $20 for Guests 
RSVP by November 22, 2009 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reservation form for Chi Am Installation Luncheon at  Ming’s Restaurant, Sat., 
Dec. 5, 2009 
 
Names______________________________________________ _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ _____________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________ _____________________________ 
 
Email______________________________________________ _Phone_______________________ 
 
Current Member: __________________X  $18.00 each = $_________ 
 
Number of Guests_________________X $20.00 each =  $ _________ 
                                                                                          
$_________ Total Amt. enclosed 
 
Make checks payable to Chi Am Circle.  Send to:  Ms . Lillian Gong-Guy, 1415 Glen 
Ellen Way, San Jose, Ca. 95190.  Phone 408-264-8432 .  Deadline November 22, 2009.  


