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Co-Presidents' Message: 
 
Hello Chi Am Ladies., 
 
We had a successful fashion show on October 3.  Thank you to the 4 co-chairs for their vision and leadership 
and all the volunteers who put in countless hours of hard work and teamwork to make it happen.  We are so 
proud to be a member of the Chi Am Circle.  Hopefully we can reach out to the community and attract more 
people to join our club.  Below please find an article in the Mercury News. 
  
Kindest regards, 
Sylvia Eng and Julie Ho 
Co-Presidents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 
Pizarro: So many reasons behind Chi 
Am Circle Club's success 

Reprinted with permission from the author Sal 
Pizarro (spizarro@mercurynews.com) 

I had no idea so many people in Silicon Valley were 
fascinated by fashion. But how else could you explain 
the more than 700 folks who crowded into the Hyatt 
Regency in Santa Clara on Saturday afternoon for 
"Rainbow of Hope," the Chi Am Circle of Santa Clara 
County's annual fashion show luncheon? 

A lot can be traced to the work of the event's four co-
chairs: Gerrye Wong, Muriel Kao, Sylvia Eng and Pearl 
Lee. 
 
But it could have been the chance to see Mountain View 
Mayor Margaret Abe-Koga strutting her stuff on the 
runway in a red patterned jacket, or Los Altos chef 
Lawrence Chu, who looked pretty snazzy in a white linen 
suit. 
 
Or perhaps it was to see U.S. Rep. Mike Honda, who 
flew in from Washington, D.C., to make a few runway 
moves in a silver-gray sportcoat made of bamboo fibers 

from Cassara Bros. (I heard he bought it, so you might 
see it again.) 
 
Maybe it was the presence of the group's three 
honorees as Women of Distinction for 2009: community 
volunteer Eva Jones, Lifetime Networks CEO Andrea 
Wong and Olympic skating champion Kristi Yamaguchi. 
 
Whatever the reason, it turned out great. Chi Am Circle, 
an amazing group of Asian-American women, pulled in 
thousands of dollars to support Asian-American children 
with special needs and provide scholarships to 
deserving high school graduates. 
 
Yamaguchi and Wong have a bit in common. Wong was 
in charge of reality programming at ABC when it 
launched "Dancing with the Stars," which Yamaguchi 
won in 2006.   
 
At Lifetime, Wong helped bring over "Project Runway" 
from Bravo, and at Saturday's lunch, Yamaguchi 
successfully bid $1,000 for a dress designed by "Project 
Runway" contestant Ra'mon Coleman. 
 
"You were great in the Olympics, but for me, your 
greatest victory was on 'Dancing with the Stars,' " Wong, 
a Sunnyvale native, joked with her fellow honoree. "Now 
that you've won the 'Project Runway' dress, maybe that's 
your biggest win." 
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2009 and 2010 Chi Am Board Meeting 
Tuesday, Dec 15, 6:30pm 

Sylvia Eng’s house 
188 Los Altos Avenue 

650 948 7990 
Sylvia will provide the food.  Please bring a gift item worth around $20, 

to the meeting for our Holiday Exchange Gift. 
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     UPCOMING EVENTS!!   
Cookie Exchange and Holiday Craft  
Date:   Saturday, November 14 
Time:   2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Place: Sunny View Retirement Center,   
22445 Cupertino Road, Cupertino 
Check the Flyer for details. 

 
 
Installation Luncheon 
Date:   Saturday, December 5 
Place: Ming’s Restaurant 
1700 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Proposed 2010 Chi Am Circle Club Board of Directors 
 
Dear Chi Am ladies, 
It is time to propose our Board of Directors slate for next year 2010. We still have an opening for Recording 
Secretary. Please let any board member know asap if you would like to volunteer for this position. We will vote 
on our board at our Cookie Exchange meeting on November 14th. Your participation is greatly appreciated. 
Here is our proposed board for 2010: 
 
President       
     Sylvia Eng 
 
First V. President 
    Bev Harada 
 
Second V. President 
    Paulette Curby 
 
Treasurer 
    EJ Hong 
 
 

Assistant Treasurer 
    Fanniter Mui 
 
Recording Secretary 
    tbd 
 
Newsletter Secretary 
    Marichu Scanlon 
 
Program Chair 
    Helen Yamauchi 
    Mabel Lai 
  
 

Hospitality 
    Diana Chan 
  
Historian 
    Linda Toda 
  
Auditor 
    Teddy Sue 
  
Webmaster 
    Jenny Leung 
  
Parliamentarian 
    Sylvia Eng 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Membership Tea  - Januray 24, 2010 - Save the Date! 
 Sunday, January 24, 2010 - 12:00 - 1:30 pm at the Rinconada HIlls Clubhouse - 100 Avenida de Sol, Los 
Gatos. 

Welcome 2010!  Next year, we will start off the new year with a Membership Tea rather than the traditional 
Taste-N-Tell potluck.  We would like to introduce potential members early to the club and introduce the various 
activities we have planned for the year.  Members can sign up for committees at our 2010 activities at this tea.    

So please invite your friends and neighbors to this luncheon. Anybody you've met during the year? Bring them 
along. Surely with the success of our Fashion Show, you know ladies who are interested to learn more about our 
club. Bring them along. We'd like to start the year with an invitation to you all. This event is graciously hosted 
by your new 2010 board, so all you have to do is bring your friends! 

Please RSVP to Membership@chiamcircle.org or call 408-867-1972 to give us a headcount. We want to have 
enough food to welcome you to another great year with Chi Am Circle!    

PROGRAMS IN 2010 
  
Do you have a specific event you'd like to chair in 2010?  Is there an event you would like the program chair to 
consider including in next year's schedule?  Now's your time to give us your ideas and input.  Please send your 
suggestions to Programs@chiamcircle.org 
 



 Chi Am Circle Club                                                                                                                Page 3 

 
 
COME AND TRY YOUR LUCK!  YOU MAY BE THE WINNER OF BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY DOOR PRIZE 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  The Fashion Show  DVD is  NOW ready for purchasing.   

Those who have pre ordered, please send a check to  
Sylvia Eng, 188 Los Altos Ave, Los Altos, CA 94022 

 Make the chaeck payable  to Chi Am Circleto Chi Am Circleto Chi Am Circleto Chi Am Circle.  As soon as 
Sylvia receives your check, she will contact you by email to 

arrange for its pick up. 
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GUIDELINES FOR CHI AM CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP SELECTION COMMITTEE 
Created on: Saturday, August 11, 2009 

 
Chi Am Circle Scholarship Selection Guidelines Comm ittee members 
Chair: Sylvia Eng 
Bev Harada, Cleo Jong, Muriel Kao, Ellen Lau, Pearl Lee, Susan L. Lee, Lisa Liu, Rose Tokugawa, Antonia Tu, Gerrye Wong, 
Vanita Yuen 
 
This committee was formed to create general guidelines for the Scholarship Selection Committee for consistancy in the 
administration of Chi Am Circle’s scholarship program. Every subsequent committee will be governed by these 
guidelines. Any changes to these guidelines must be approved by a majority of the attending Scholarship 
Selection Guidelines' committee members named above, and any subsequent scholarship committee chairs. 
 
Type of scholarships offered, as listed or any comb ination thereof 

•  Academic 
•  Financial need 
•  Superior extra curricular activities 

 
Criteria for scholarships offered to general public  

• Student of Asian descent 
• High School senior 
• Santa Clara County residents 
• Santa Clara County high schools 
• College bound 
• Minimum 3.0 GPA 

 
Criteria for scholarships offered to Chi Am members ’ children/grandchildren 

• Chi Am member must be a member for 3 consecutive years and/or 2 years plus participated as Board Member 
or chair position of a committee before their children/grandchildren may apply 

• Student must be of Asian descent 
• Student must be a high school senior 
• No residence or school boundary restriction but it’s mandatory the winner attends awards event 
• College bound 
• Minimum 3.0 GPA 
• Chi Am members’ children/grandchildren will receive extra consideration as determined by the Selection 

Committee 
 
Award Amount 

•  Minimum award per student is $1000 
•  Sponsor designated amount of $1000 or greater must be honored 
•  Award dollars can be combined among sponsors with permission from those donating $1000 and higher. 
•  Committee can determine award amount on remaining fund 

 
Sponsors’ donations 

• Sponsor may have option to designate specific criteria for scholarship award 
o GPA 
o Need based or academic or both 
o Extra curricular activity/interests 
o Community service 
o Specific ethnicity 
o School, college 
o Etc. 
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SCHOLARSHIP GUIDELINES (continued)  

• All donations collected for the year are awarded the same year unless sponsor criteria cannot be met and/or 
sponsor prefers to hold their donation for another year. 

• Sponsors donating $1000 or greater may choose to give single scholarship or combine with other donors to give 
a larger amount. 

 
Chi Am Service Fund 

• At the beginning of each year, the Board must budget or provide a scholarship allocation for the Scholarship 
Selection Committee 

• The full amount allocated to scholarships may be used each year. If there are insufficient funds, the 
Selection Committee may apply for additional funds from the Board. 

• It is recommended that the scholarship allocation be split equally between academic and financial 
need awards. 

• Committee can decide the value of each award in this fund but must meet $1000 minimum 
• This fund provides 2 complimentary meals to each award winner at the awards dinner 

 
Measurement Scale 

• GPA      25% 
• SAT      15% 
• Essay      20% 
• Extra Curricular/Comm. Service, etc.  15% 
• Letter of recommendation A   12.5% 
• Letter of recommendation B   12.5% 

 
Processes as determined by Scholarship Selection Co mmittee 

• Essay theme 
• Scholarship announcement process 
• Data collection process 
• Application collection-online/hard copy or both 
• Reading process 
• Award allocation process 
• Student notification process 
• Sponsor notification process  
• General correpondence to schools, students, sponsors 
• RSVP process 
• Award dinner presentation process 

 
General 

• All scholarship committee members must treat information as confidential due to the personal nature of the 
information provided such as income, jobs, etc. 

• The name, address and contact information of scholarship winners are stored in historical files on the Chi Am 
Yahoo group folder or other historical storage device for 10 years. 

• All scholarship applications are saved for two years then shredded 
• Scholarship application information is retained by the Scholarship Committee Chair 
• Provide a Chi Am award certificate with a check to the students as part of the award 
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A letter from your newsletter secretary: 
 
Dear Chi Am Sisters, 
 
The November newsletter is our last newsletter for 2009.    
 
I would like to thank the board and the general membership for supporting this year’s 
newsletter with great articles, photos and flyers.  It was a great learning experience for me, and 
allowed me to meet many of you, either personally or by email.   
 
Last September, I sent out a survey to get input from the club regarding the content and layout 
of the newsletter.  While I only received 9 responses, the results were overwhelmingly positive.  
The details of the survey results are in our website.  Highlights of the survey are: 
 
 - Upcoming events are well-advertised, but articles about past events should be limited to  
  a paragraph or two chronicling the highlights of the event. 
 - Photos make past events lively and interesting. 
 - Non-club and non-profit event articles will be accommodated depending on  
  space availability.  However, non-club event articles that advertise a business 
  or solicit customers will no longer be published in our newsletter. 
 - Use the newsletter as a vehicle to get to know other club members. 
 
In closing, I wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and a Safe and Happy Holiday!  Looking 
forward to all the exciting events and interesting articles for next year. 
 
         Sincerely Yours, 
         Marichu Scanlon 
              2009 Newsletter Secretary 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A message from our webmaster…. 

 

You can now make online payments !!!  
  

Go to http://www.chiamcircle.org and follow the links 
to  renew your 2010 Membership  and sign up for Installation Lunch.  

 
 

Please send your articles for the 
January newsletter to Marichu 
(Newsletter@chiamcircle.org) no later 
than January 1, 2010.    

HARD COPIES OF CHI AM NEWSLETTERS 
 

Members who wish to get the monthly Chi Am Newsletter mailed to them via Post Office.  
The Board has ruled a one year subscription price of $15.00 per year.   We will begin 
collecting this fee for Year 2010 beginning September 15, 2009.   Please mail a check made 
out to Chi Am Circle for  $15.00 and mail to Cleo Jong, 1901 Deodara Drive, Los Altos, CA 
94024, no later than November 31, 2009.  
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Chi- Am Circle 

Installation Luncheon                                                             

 
Saturday, December 5, 2009 

11:30 a.m. 
Ming’s Restaurant 

1700 Embarcadero Rd. at East Bayshore 
Palo Alto 

650-856-7700 
 Installation of 2010 Officers 

Christmas Carols 
Line Dancing  
Door Prizes 

Menu 
Chinese Chicken Salad 

Spicy Vegetarian Wonton 
Minced Pork in Tofu Skin Roll 

Mushroom stuffed with Minced Prawn 
Taro Dumpling 

Vegetable Chow Fun 
Walnut Prawn 

Braised Tofu with Shiitake Mushrooms & Bok Choy 
Sesame Ball 

Cost: $18 for Current Members & $20 for Guests 
RSVP by November 22, 2009 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reservation form for Chi Am Installation Luncheon at  Ming’s Restaurant, Sat., 
Dec. 5, 2009 
 
Names______________________________________________ ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ ____________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________ _____________________ 
 
Email_______________________________________Phone__ _____________________ 
 
Current Member: __________________X  $18.00 each = $_________ 
 
Number of Guests_________________X $20.00 each =  $ _________ 
                                                                                          
$_________ Total Amt. enclosed 
 
Checks payable to Chi Am Circle.  Send form to:  Ms . Lillian Gong-Guy, 1415 Glen 
Ellen Way, San Jose, Ca. 95125.  Phone 408-264-8432 .  Deadline November 22, 2009. 
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Nancy Kwan and the Women's International Film Festival Proceeds to Chi Am Service Fund 

 

 

 


